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causes. It is in this belief at any rate that I have ventured to inflict on the reader the foregoing reflections, which may appear to him out of place. My best excuse for making them is to be found among the newspaper files of July 1908 and subsequently.
I will conclude with a few words regarding the present position of England in the eyes of the Turks. It would be wrong to conclude from the distracted state of the Ottoman Empire at this moment that it is on the point of dissolution, or that Turkish friendship is not worth having. Influence at Constantinople means certain solid material advantages for the country that wields it. For certain special reasons, among them our position in Egypt and the fact that so large a proportion of the Moslems in the world are British subjects, a good understanding between ourselves and the Turks is very desirable.
Towards the end of the year 1908 circumstances had conspired to render British influence predominant in a manner never before known. Germany, the friend and supporter of Abdul Hamid, had got her money on the wrong horse. Austria was regarded as a potential enemy. Italy was unpopular, and most Turks detest Russia and the Russians. England and France together held the field, but it was for British (rather than French) ideals and institutions that preference was shown. If, neglecting all prospects of deriving material advantage from the situation, we had considered solely the welfare of the Turks themselves, and those under their rule, we ought not to have allowed this unique opportunity for doing good to slip away from us. The fact that it has been allowed to slip, and that British influence at Constantinople has been supplanted in the paramount position by that of another Power, is generally attributed to able diplomacy on the one side and ineptitude on the other. Be that as it may, other causes also have operated in bringing about this unfortunate result, causes for which no individuals can fairly be held responsible.
The " navy scare" of 1909 began it. Those who write articles for the newspapers to prove that our navy is inadequate and undermanned ; that it is badly administered and unprepared for war; and that, unless
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